GASTROESOPHAGEAL VARICEAL HEMORRHAGE

are unsuccessful in controlling blood loss. or
unless, with continued medical management, the
patients improve neurologically and metabolically.

Variceal hemorrhage is common in our urban
environment, especially in cases of chronic alco-
holism. The medical management is temporizing
at best; surgical therapy seems to improve long-
term survival in only a few patients with good
hepatocellular function. It appears that the best
therapy is to prevent the most important cause
of cirrhosis and portal hypertension in our society
—alcohol abuse.
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Electrocoagulation: Making a Curable Cancer Incurable?

IT REALLY IS AMAZING to see how well these patients have done by the electro-
coagulation technique, because the method really destroys all our principles of
surgical therapy for cancer. For example, if the cancer is confined within the
wall of the bowel then one electrodesiccates, goes through, the wall of the bowel
into the fat and the fat protrudes, the natural boundary has been broken and, in
a few instances, the patient then has repeated attacks of bleeding or of infections.
And, a curable cancer has eventually been made incurable by the procedure.
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